


Collection Development Statement of Policy



The Library at Spalding University serves a community of diverse learners from undergraduates to doctorial students who live on campus and who commute.   The library seeks to serve all primary users as well as our extended users via our sharing relationships with local and statewide groups.

Collection maintenance is a shared activity of the professional librarians and faculty of all departments at Spalding University. The librarians recognize the importance of faculty participation and urges faculty to become active in the life of the library. Whereas the library is a resource primarily of the teaching faculty (and students) and faculty participation in collection maintenance is essential, the administration of these faculty resources is the providence of the professional librarians. Therefore, the professional librarians have the responsibility and authority for insuring the quality of the library collection.  Faculty shall participate in the collection development process by recommending titles for inclusion.  The library retains final approval authority in all faculty recommendations as well as sole authority in all administrative procedures associated with acquisition, cataloging or any other library processes.

Selection of materials follow the criteria set forth and approved by the professional librarians; however, materials that do not meet the criteria may be acquired based upon the judgment of the individual librarian or faculty member.  The Library at Spalding University recognizes the need to share library resources and support efforts to develop means of information access as well as information ownership.

The Library at Spalding University supports the mission of the University through selecting materials that match that mission and curricular focus. Selectors must choose titles that represent contrasting views on controversial issues so as to maintain a balanced collection. The controversial nature of a title should not, in itself, weigh against its inclusion in the collection. The tradition of free speech and academic freedom shall apply to the library collection and its development process in the same sense that it applies to other academic activities of the University.

Gifts are accepted on an individual basis upon the examination of the work. The Library at Spalding University reserves the right to not accept any work based upon the current needs of the collection, physical condition, or content. Works deemed unnecessary for the library's collections may be accepted for, upon the approval of the donor, give-away.

In addition to the de-selection criteria, titles that no longer meet the criteria for selection or no longer serve the purposes of the Spalding University curriculum may be considered for withdrawal. Materials may be removed from the circulating collection but retained upon the basis of their condition, financial or aesthetic value, or judgment of a professional librarian. Just as faculty participation is crucial in the selection process such as is the case in the de-selection process. 

Scope and Definitions


Scope:

The collections of the Library at Spalding University shall consist of:

· Traditional print resources including monographs, serials, and reference materials; 

· Traditional non-print media such as audio tapes, phonograph recordings; compact discs; video tapes, microforms and framed works of art; 

· Electronic resources including CD-ROMs, computer files, and internet resources; 

· Reserve materials; and 

· Resources for the support of the Department of Education/Media Librarianship to include works of children's literature, teaching resources, and other non-print materials.


Definitions:
· Collection maintenance refers to all aspects of the collection including selecting new titles, evaluating gift materials, and identifying materials to be eliminated or de-selected from the collection.

· The selection process includes the identification and the evaluation of proposed new book titles or other information resources.

· Gifts are books or other information resources that are physical donations.

· De-selection is the process by which books or other information resources are identified as no longer relevant to the support of the curriculum thus can be eliminated from the collection.

· The word title is used to designate a work and/or its contents not merely the name of the work.

Criteria for Selection:

Criteria for Monograph and other Non-Print Selection: (criteria are listed in no order)
· Appropriateness for a private, liberal arts/professional studies University

· Currentness and/or historical value

· Relationship to existing collection

· Academic level and quality of title

· Accuracy of content

· Relationship to the Spalding University curriculum

· Cost of the title

· Reputation and/or significance of author, publisher or producer

· Positive review in one or more appropriate professional journals

Criteria for Serials Selection:
· Appropriateness for a private, liberal arts/professional studies University

· Ease of use of the interface

· Relationship to existing collection

· Academic level and quality of title

· Accuracy of contents

· Relationship to the Spalding University curriculum

· Cost of the title


Criteria for Electronic (non-internet) Resource Selection:
· Appropriateness for a private, liberal arts/professional studies University

· Accuracy of content

· Ease of use of the interface

· Dependability and reputation of the vendor

· Anticipated usage levels

· Update frequency

· Format availability

· Favorable reviews from professional resources

· Relationship to existing collection

· Academic level and quality of title

· Relationship to the Spalding University curriculum

· Cost of the title

Criteria for Internet Resources

· Must have a statement of responsibility

· Information must be accurate or verifiable

· Non-promotional

· Stable link

Criteria for De-Selection


In addition to materials that do not meet the selection criteria, materials that exhibit any of the following may be considered for withdrawal:

· Low usage 

· Physical condition

· Multiple copies

· Superseded editions

· Inappropriate materials

· Materials containing culturally or racially offensive theories or descriptions

· Materials containing outdated, incorrect, or otherwise inaccurate information

Some materials, while not candidates for withdrawal from the collection, should be considered for removal from the general collection for protection purposes. Examples include:

· Financially or aesthetically valuable materials

· Materials in very poor condition that are not replaceable
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